
You want lower energy bills!

 You want improved indoor air quality!

  You want to be kinder to the environment!

  You want a California Green Builder home!

A home’s energy sneaks 
out in ways a teenager 
has yet to dream up. 
But things like high 
performance windows, 
correctly installed 
insulation, and tightly 
sealed ducts serve as 
a line of defense to 
keep precious energy 
in its place and money 
in your pocket. CGB 
homes use at least 
15% less energy than a 
standard new home.

Water conservation is 
the most cost-e� ective 
and environmentally 
sound way to reduce 
our demand for water. 
Using less water puts 
less pressure on our 
sewage treatment 
facilities and uses less 
energy for transporting 
water throughout the 
state. California Green 
Builder homes use at 
least 20,000 gallons 
less water per year 
than their “non-green” 
counterparts.

Lumber is the largest 
building material 
component for single-
family construction. 
It is estimated that 
each engineered wood 
� oor joist system saves 
one tree and each 
engineered wood truss 
system saves two trees 
from being harvested. 
When used responsibly, 
wood is a renewable 
resource.

A variety of 
construction practices 
and technologies 
required by the 
California Green Builder 
guidelines improve the 
indoor air quality in 
new homes. Some of 
those features include:

A Correctly Sized and • 
Tested Air Conditioner 
and Furnace 

Low Volatile Organic • 
Compound (VOC) 
paints, lacquers, � oor 
underlayment and 
carpet 

MERV 6 Filters installed • 
in return air grills 

Residential 
construction typically 
generates 4.0 tons of 
recyclable/divertible 
waste products per 
2,000 square foot 
home. The California 
Green Builder program 
requires diverting or 
recycling at least 50% 
of the construction site 
waste including wood, 
drywall, cardboard, 
metal and concrete.

Third party Home 
Energy Rating 
System (HERS) raters, 
monitored by the 
California Energy 
Commission, have 
special California Green 
Builder training. They 
verify that California 
Green Builder homes 
meet the stringent 
guidelines.
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